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ed members come forward to form the next
Congress,
Congress is one of three coordinate depart-
ments of the national government, the others
being the executive and judical departments,
and its powers are clearly set forth in the
Constitution of the United States, Article I,
Section 8 (see constitution op the uktteb
states) . The salary of each member of Con-
gress, excepting the presiding officer of each
house, is $10,000 per year. The Vice-Presi-
dent, who presides over the Senate, receives
 progress of a bill from the desk of the Rep«
resentative -who prepared it, through, the
House of Representatives into the standing
committee and back to the House, -where it is
passed; thence to the Senate, eventually to
the White House for the President's signa-
ture, and thus becomes a law of the land.
Committees of Congress. A great many
thousand bills are introduced into Congress
at each session and it would be manifestly
impossible for the Houses in open session
to give consideration to even a verv small
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$15,000, and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives receives $12,000.
How a Bill Becomes a Law. A formal
statement of a proposed law is called a bill,
and tinder this name is introduced either
into the Senate or House of Representatives
for passage. To- become a law a hill must
pass both Houses of Congress and be signed
by the President, or be returned by the
President without his signature to the House
in which, it originated, and passed again
by both Houses by two-thirds' majority. If
passed, it then, is called an act* The fol-
lowing illustration graphically outlines the
 portion of them. Committees are there-
fore named in each House whose duty it is
to give particular consideration to such pro-
posed legislation as shall be referred to
them. For instance, a bill proposing that a
territory be admitted as a state would be
sent in each House to the committee on Ter-
ritories. After a committee has given a bill
due consideration, it reports to the House
in regular session the result of its delibera-
tions and either suggests that the House pass
the bill, or that it be not passed. The recom-
mendation of a committee is usually ac-
cepted, although this is not the invariable

